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Will there be a place for all children? Capacity of pre-school facilities in the
Bratislava self-governing region

The paper aims to present the most accurate data on the capacity and availability of
pre-school facilities in the Bratislava self-governing region in terms of their spatial
detail (municipal level) and completeness (not only official kindergartens but also
private facilities providing care for children from 3 to 6 years of age). The problem
areas are identified and the consequences of the introduction of compulsory pre-
school attendance together with the proposals for solutions to achieve the highest
possible participation rate of children in pre-school facilities are presented. The ambi-
tion is to highlight the facts that have stood outside the analyses presented so far.
More than half of the 89 municipalities were identified as having insufficient capacity
for pre-school children. We estimate that from September 2021, there will be more
than 31,600 pre-school children, while the kindergartens will have a capacity for ap-
proximately 26,700 children. The presented optimization model can allocate 1,412
pupils. The evidence from exploratory research shows that, assuming the capacity of
official and minimum capacity estimates of out-of-network facilities, there are more
than 2,000 places still missing. In the short term, sufficient capacity will not be filled
without allowing the participation of private providers.
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UvVOD

Jednou z prvych prilezitosti, ked’ maju deti moznost’ ucit’ sa spolupracovat’ a
rozvijat’ svoje schopnosti, je obdobie strdvené¢ v materskej Skole. Viaceré¢ Studie
zdoraznuju, ze predskolska vychova tvori zaklad d’alSieho vzdelavania — zohrava
dolezitt ulohu v oblasti psychomotorického, kognitivneho, socialneho a emocio-
nalneho rozvoja a spravania deti, ¢im zastava vyznamné miesto pri vyrovnavani
rozdielov medzi detmi z rozneho socialneho, kultirneho ¢i ekonomického prostre-
dia (Currie 2000 a Chambers et al. 2009). Prispieva tak k vyrovnavaniu Sanci a
vytvara predpoklady pre tspesnost’ dietata v Skole a neskdr aj na trhu prace
(Gorey 2001, Magnuson et al. 2004 a Thompson a Sonnenschein 2015), dokonca
vedie k zniZeniu delikvencie a kriminality (Kupersmidt et al. 1990, Woodward a
Fergusson 2000, Pianta et al. 2009 a Toll et al. 2015). Materské Skoly ako zariade-
nia zabezpecujice vychovu, vzdeldvanie a starostlivost’ o deti predskolského veku
tak maju v systéme vzdelavania nezastupite'né miesto.

V ramci Eurdpskej unie sa Slovensko uz dlhodobo radi medzi krajiny s najniz-
$im poctom deti, ktoré su zapisané v materskych skolach (Eurostat 2021). Najaktu-
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